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Allah, the Blessed and Exalted said about Ibrahim the negative connotations to the title given to Sultan 
(alihi salam), “He said: “Nay, your Lord is the Lord of Sikander). And if they would stubbornly decline then 
the heavens and the earth, who created them and to the flashing sword would compel them to change the 
them | am one of the witnesses, And by Allah, | shall mind. The result of this successful methodology adopt- 
plot a plan (to destroy) your idols after youhavegone og by the Sultan is clear as mid-day sun that Kashmir 
away and turned your backs.” So, he (Ibrahim) broke which had once been among the important centres of 
them to pieces, (all) except the biggest of them, that Hinduism is a Muslim majority state right now, 
they might turn to it” (21: 56,57,58). Sikandar Butshikan-the Idol Breaker assumed the z 
The difference between Muslims and the corrupt throne as Sultan of Kashmir by the wise council of his Py 
and deviant Jews and Christians is that Muslims are not mother in 796 Hijrah (1389-1413 CE approx.). A man 
ashamed of abiding by the rules sent down from their of strong character, Sultan Sikandar made his presence 
Lord regarding war and the enforcement of the Divine felt. Owning to his capacity and command, all of his 
law. We Muslims do not r egret the killing and enslaving officials were obedient and dutiful. Sultan Sikandar is 
the people from the lands we invaded and fought. This most known among the other Sultans for his enormous 
has been through and without some “politically cor- army, which he throughout his entire life engaged in ji- 
rect” need to apologize years later. had in the path of Allah and in Dawah towards Islam. 
The Brahmins (Hindus) of Kashmir for example were Thus, Sharia was enforced in Kashmir during his blessed 
forcefully brought to submit before the rule of Allah reign. Sultan Sikandar abolished all the non-lslamic tax- 


and were made to give up their pagan rituals and ways es and taxed his subjects according to the just rulings of 
during the times when the divine law was implement- Shariah. 


ed by the famous ruler Sultan Sikandar, known for his Initially, as a ruler, Sultan Sikandar faced many chal- 


crucial role of eradicating Hinduism from the land of lenges, both internally from his family as well as exter. i 
Kashmir and making it a Hindu- free land from a Hindu nally. But he overcame all the enemy plots and ploys 
majority state. Thus, it would be sur prising to the most through his wisdom. After he annexed back Tibet and 
of the readers to know that the valley of Kashmir was the surrounding areas from his treacherous minister _ 
once the Darul Islam-the Land of Islam where Shariah is Rai Madrai, the tales of this brave, just and generous 
established. Sultan Sikander inflicted complete destruc- ruler reached far and wide and attracted 

tion up on the thousands of Pagan temples present all Now for ck 
over the lands of Kashmir, this earned him his famous 
tittle- Butshikan (The Idol Breaker or the iconoclast. It 
should be noted that some of the orientalists attribute 
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Y One of the many scholars who arrived here in the Valley of 
y Kashmir during that period was Mir Muhammad Hamadani, 
y the truthful successor of Amir Kabir Mir Sayid Ali Hamadani 
who was accompanied by his 300 comrades. The favour- 
able atmosphere of knowledge and learning prevalent at 
the time compelled Mir Muhammad Hamadani to prolong 
his stay (22 years) in the valley of Kashmir and was served 
whole heartedly with utmost hospitality by Sultan Sikandar 
who himself choose to become his student. It was under the 
influence of Mir Muhammad Hamadani that Sultan found 
in himself a great change and got serious in implementing 
the religion of Allah. Moreover, Sultan Sikandar also pro- 
vided him with lodging at Nowhatta in a spacious house. In 
addition to this, on his command a number of Khangahas 
(schools, learning centres) were setup in the different parts 
of the valley of Kashmir in order to spread the teachings of Is- 
lam and to teach the newly reverted Muslims the religion of 
Allah. Khanqah-e-muala was set up in the middle of the city 
(Srinagar Jammu and Kashmir), Khangah-e-wala in Watchi 
(Pulwama), Khangah-e-Aala in Tral and Khangah-e-Kabrivya 
in Mattan (Anantnag Kashmir). Mir Muhammad Hamadani 
was allocated special funds for running the affairs of these 
centres of learning and knowledge. Influenced by the teach- 
ings of Islam Sultan Sikandar’s minister Seah Bhat reverted to 
Islam along with his family and relatives. Seah Bhat’s name 
was changed to Malik Saif-u-Din and got married to Sultan's 
daughter Bariya. Malik Saifudin the neo-revert then onwards 
became a sincere and well practising Muslim. He unleashed 
the slicing sword against the filthy Hindus and played a vital 
role in their annihilation. The atmosphere created by pres- 
ence of a just ruler and acclaimed scholar attracted more 
and more seekers of knowledge to the valley who were 
warmly welcomed and hosted. The mention worthy here 
is that the Khangaha’s were established only to propagate 
the Tawheed of Allah almighty and disavow Taghut in all of 
its forms and to spread the Islamic knowledge among the 
common people. The fact is evident from the architectur- 
al design of these Khangahas that they were solely built to 
provide the accommodations to the students and to act asa 
learning centres and prayer halls as well. 








/the Hindus were now dealt according to the sha- 


ulings é nd a complete destruction was afflicted on all 
ples and idols which were present in abundance em- 
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victory in an area, city or town, the callers to Allah rush to 
remove the blatant appearances of evil to prevent anything 
from leading the people to Shirk and to defend the Tawheed 
and its peoples. 

On the authority of Abul-Hayaj Al-Asadi, he said that Ali 
(Radiallahuanhu) said to him, “Should | not send you on a 
mission that | was sent on by Allah’s Messenger? It is that 
you do not leave a single statue except after defacing it, nor 
do you leave a single grave except after flattening it” 

Ibnul Qayyim rahimahullah said “It is not permissible to 
leave alone the place of shirk and tawageet once the abil- 
ity to destroy them is achieved, even for one day. For they 
are the symbols of shirk and kufr, and from the greatest of 
evils. So, it is not permissible at all to allow them once the 
ability to remove them is achieved” 





Historians narrate that these temples and idols were pric- 
es of great craftsmanship and were so huge that they left 
the minds astonished. Sultan began the work of demolition 
with Martand Shor temple built by Raja Ram Dev at Mat- 
tan (Anantnag). The demolition work continued for an en- 
tire year but due to the enormous size of temple they were 
unable to destroy it completely and instead removed some 
stones from its base and it’s highly decorated and preciously 
ornamented interiors were set ablaze and the fencing of the 
premises was completely uprooted. In the similar way the 
temples of Bijbehara (Anantnag Kashmir) numbering more 
than three hundred were completely demolished including 
the famous temple of Vizya Aisheri. Historians have docu- yyy 
mented that huge flames surfaced during the demolition, 
Hindus Viewed it as a miracle (work, doing) of their fallen 
deities but Sultan Viewed it as a satanic doing and remained 
firm on his task of demolition. The stones from this temple 
were used in the construction of the Jamia Masjid Bijbehara. 
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Bajai Shor temple was also completely demolished bythe 
sultan on which the demolition work was initiated by Sultan Yj 
Shahab-u-din and in its place a building was erected Tor the Yj 
lodging of the students of Muhammad Qureshi, Likewise, ; z 
the temples, Parhasa Keshwa and Mukta Keshwa were — 7 
plundered by the Sultan and the stones from these temples 7 
were used to build river banks, At the site of Kali Shritem- 7 
ole, plundered by Sultan Qutub-u-din, Sultan Sikandar Co- 7? 
structed Khangqah-e-mola (Srinagar). YY yy 
_ The remains of the temples of Maha Aisheri and Tara 
Matt located adjacent to the palace of Sultan Sikandar were = 
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used to build the famous Masjid-Jamia Masjid Srinagar at 
the centre of the city. Thus, the foundation was laid to the 
bastion of Islam which would act as the centre for defending 
the Muslims and resisting the aggression of the disbelievers 
for the centuries to come. Thus, Jamia Masjid Srinagar, was 
build as a symbol of Jihad and of disassociation from shirk 
and its people. But unfortunately, it is being used by some 
deviant groups for achieving their secular and nationalistic 
goals. Therefore, one should be aware of these deceivers 
who speak in the name of parties and the so-called Islamic 
groups, and they urge people to take part in the evil rituals 
of democracy and secularism. If they were sincere, their con- 
cern should have been to devote themselves to the religion 
of Allah the Exalted and to disassociate themselves from the 
regimes of Pakistan and India and they should incite the peo- 
ple to Jihad against the urine drinking Hindus and apostate 
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__ hammed Hamdani, turned strict towards the pagan 
f __ ism. Furthermore, the pagan Hindus were p C iibi 

performing pagan rituals like Sati (setting abla 
w), Tilak (mark on their foreheads), and were 
3 blow a c or even to toll a bell, the 
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der the influence of the Islamic scholars-the likes of Mir Mu- 
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route they choose to flee came to be known as Batta Wath 
(path of the Bhattas Or Kashmir pandits). Interestingly, the 
route is still called the same with a little deformity as Batote, 
as they say “Where History remains silent, the name of the 
place speaks.” Jounraj a contemporary historian laments the 
condition of the Hindus by saying “Hindus lolled out their 
tongues like dogs, looking for dog’s morsel at every door” 
Notably, who reverted to Islam and practised their religion 
well, were freed and were not treated differently than any 
other free Muslim. 

The slavery here is not to be misunderstood from the 
European context of slavery which was purely based on rac- 
ism. All of this would be done, not for racism, nationalism, or 
political lies, but to make the word of Allah supreme. Jihad 
is the ultimate show of one’s love for his Creator, facing the 
clashing of swords and buzzing of bullets on the battlefield, 
seeking to slaughter His enemies — whom he hates for Al- 
lah’s hatred of them. A religion without these fundamentals 
is one that does not call its adherents to fully manifest and 
uphold the love of the Lord. 

Today the apologetic du’at of Kashmir due to the fear of 
urine drinkers mislead the Muslims by arguing that Islam has 
spread through peace in past and will continue to spread 
peacefully in Kashmir and elsewhere and that no force isto 
be employed for the same. But little do they know that the — 
methodology which the Aslaf followed in Kashmir was that — 
of the Millatu Ibraheem, the methodology of the guiding 






“The basis of this religion is the book that guides and sword | 
that supports” Allah ta’ala sent down iron alongside the rev- 
elation to consolidate His religion by the sword forged v vit 
iron. He ta'ala said, “We have sent Our messengers 
$ k AA RA AA 
clear evidences and sent down with tt 
and the balance that the people may 
fairs) in justice. And We se 


he 







si 


military might and benefi 












L n, 
support Him ; 1 


